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IIBack of the deed was the doer, back of the doer, the dream:' - H.H. Cherry, Founding President

WKU's Outdoor Leadership Program
is the 2010 recipient of the Wilderness
Education Association's Outstanding
Affiliate Award. The program began in
1991 and is the only program of its kind
in Kentucky. Students have the opportunity to learn introductory and advanced
skills, and can receive multiple certifications in a variety of offerings.

WKU cyclists raise money for Alzheimer's research

A group of WKU students will be cycling
across the United States this summer to
raise money for Alzheimer's research.
The Fijis Across America fundraiser is
being conducted in memory of Barrett Cummings, the grandfather of ride
founder and WKU student Tyler Jury of
Elizabethtown. The ride will begin in
late May in Oceanside, California and
will end in Yorktown, Virginia. In addition to Jury, riders include Chaz Vittitow
of Louisville, Mitchell White of Bowling Green, Justin Cave of Glendale, and
Wade Haga of Lexington.
WKU's International Multi-disciplinary
Public and Clinical Health Team (IMPACT) recently provided much-needed

medical and dental services to the
village of Gales Point, Belize. The team .
of 17 students and 7 faculty members
represented the disciplines of Nursing,
Dental Hygiene, Public Health, Environmental Heath Science, and Women's
Studies. They set up a clinic for three
.
days and saw 55 of the 65 households
within the village. Many of the people
that live in the village have never been
inside a doctor's office or hospital in
their lifetime. Students also surveyed the
villagers about their water usage and
tested several water sources. WKU holds
a social contract with the village, but
the team's goal is to help empower the
people of Gales Point to become selfsustaining.

Imagewest, the only student-run advertising and public relations agency of its
kind in the nation, continued its winning streak at the 2009 Bowling Green
Professional Marketing Association
Markie Awards. The organization won a
total of four awards this year, in addition
to the previous awards they have won
each year since 2004. Out of the thirteen categories, they won Best Website,
Best Business Card, Best Television Ad,
and Best Special Event. Imagewest is
in its sixth year of operation, has had
more than 175 students participate, and
has worked with more than 150 clients
across the nation and abroad.
David IIDoc" Living,ston, professor emeritus in the WKU Department of Music,
and his wife, Joyce, were presented with
the Frankfort Arts Foundation Lifetime
Achievement in the Arts Award. The
Livingstons were the first band and
choir directors at Franklin County High
School. He was honored in 1998 by his
induction into the WKU Department of
Music Wall of Fame, and again in 1999
when the new band room at Franklin
County High School was named in his
honor.

cheese, it would have tripled the income. The idea is to give dairy farmers
the chance to produce cheese at WKU,
while developing a local market for their
product. In addition, many of WKU's agriculture students will be returning home
upon graduation, and this program will
provide them with first-hand experience
about a way to make a good living. Part
of the start-up costs will be provided
through a grant awarded by the Kentucky Agriculture Development Board.
The WKU Department of Music hosted
the Kentucky National Association of
Teachers of Singing Student auditions.
Over 170 singers, 31 teachers, 32 accompanists, and one clinician visited the
university for the event. The following
WKU music students were successful
in the competition: Travis Lowe placed
second in the Junior Men's Division and
Jackie Gross placed first in the Adult
Intermediate Division.
John Tower, a 2004 WKU graduate, has

US Bank Celebration of the Arts exhibit

The US Bank Celebration of the Arts
exhibit is being held the Kentucky Museum. The exhibition is the largest of its
kind in South Central Kentucky. The art
show originated in US Bank's downtown
office several years ago. However, it was
moved to the Kentucky Museum when
it outgrew the facility. This year there
are more than 360 entries with a wide
variety of art pieces from categories
including painting, watercolor, works
on paper, fiber arts, ceramics and glass,
sculpture, and photography. All artwork
will be judged in amateur or professional
divisions in each respective category.
In January, the Department of Theatre
and Dance hosted their first ever Summer Theatre Job Fair. It became a very
successful employment event for students and an opportunity to strengthen
relationships with a number of major
regional entertainment companies.
Representatives from seven different
companies auditioned singers, dancers,
and actors for jobs in Indiana, Kentucky,
Pennsylvania, and on various cruise
ships. There were 67 students who au-

ditioned, with 10 of those being alumni
who returned to Bowling Green for the
event. Some have since heard back from
these potential employers. Musical Theatre professor Tracey Moore initiated and
organized the event.
Katie Algeo, Associate Professor in the

Department of Geography and Geology
recently gave an invited lecture at Kansas State University entitled "Mammoth
Dreams: Construing and Constructing
Place at the World's Longest Cave." The
talk highlighted the historical geography
of Mammoth Cave as a complex and ongoing negotiation of social and material
construction.
Western Kentucky University wants
to start a cheese-making program to
give its students experience in the food
science industry and to give farmers a
chance to add value to something they
already produce. Last year, the university's head of 35 dairy cows produced
about 500,000 pounds of milk, which
sold for approximately $100,000. If
all the milk had been converted into

been the only foreign teacher at a small
English academy in Daegu, South Korea
for almost a year, prior to this he was
at a larger school in Korea. He said he
never imagined that he would spend two
years of his life in Korea. He has chosen
to immerse himself in the culture and, as
a result, has become a part of the city's
community known as Suseong-Gu. He
says that he keeps busy and has had fun
learning the language there. Tower says
that he finds ways to enjoy the Korean
lifestyle. He says that just about all the
restaurants in the area know him well ,
he is a popular customer (well known
for his large appetite). Tower was raised
in Memphis and always keeps in mind
that a stranger is just a friend he has not
met.
WKU's chapter of International Association of Business Communicators was
named Best Student Chapter in Publicity
and Public Relations at the IABC annual
leadership conference and awards presentation in San Diego. The award was
the result of a competitive entry based
on student chapter activities during
2009. The WKU chapter has 35 members
and concentrates on activities involving
networking with communication professionals in national corporations.

Researchers from Rodney King's laboratory in the WKU Biology Department
have completed the DNA sequence of
a new bacterial virus. This is the first
genome to be completely sequenced in
a WKU research laboratory and is possible because of the advanced technology and resources available at the
university. Graduate student Ali Wright
began research on the virus during her
undergraduate career and decided to
sequence the entire viral genome as her
thesis project for her Master's degree.
NASA astronaut Terry Wilcutt spoke with
WKU and Gatton Academy of Mathematics and Science students. Even though
the space shuttle program has only
four missions left and the u.S. space
program is facing an uncertain budgetary future, he urged students to keep
reaching for the stars. He said one key to
working for NASA is an undergraduate
degree in math, science, engineering, or
other technical field. However, his most
important suggestion was to simply fill
out a NASA job application because the
number one reason qualified people
don't make it is that they don't apply. Wilcutt is a Russellville native and

David Paul Gibson, WKU
alumni and adjunct instructor
in the Department of Music,
will have his opera Verlaine
and Rimbaud featured as
part of the Arthur Rimbaud
retrospective at the
Bibliotheque Historique de
la ville de Paris and then at
the Rimbaud birthplace in .
David Paul Gibson

graduated from WKU in 1974. He is a
retired Marine Corps colonel and current
director of Safety & Mission Assurance
at the Johnson Space Center in Houston.
WKU senior Katie Burchfield (Bowling Green) represented the university
at the Governor's Prayer Service and
the first annual Governor's Seminar for
Emerging Leaders in Frankfort. Student
representatives from each college and
university in the Commonwealth were

Charleville, France.
chosen to attend. Speakers included,
among others, Justice Mary Noble of
the Kentucky Supreme Court and Mitch
Barnhart, Athletic Director at the University of Kentucky. The focus for the
day was encouraging and challenging
students to follow their passions, while
trusting in their faith and serving others.
These are vital concepts for everyone to
remember and apply in their lives. Each
and every person has the ability to make
a difference.
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TerryWilcutt speaks with WKU and Gatton Academy students
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WKU Biology professors Rodney King
and Claire Rinehart and graduate student Prasanna TamarapuParthasarathy
completed bioinformatics training at the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute's ]anelia Farm campus in Ashburn, Virginia.
They will apply their training in the WKU
Biology Department's Genome Discovery
and Exploration Program. This unique
program has helped the department create an introductory pipeline to research
experiences that complements their
existing and planned instructional programs and allows freshman to engage in
the thrill of discovery.
The Interfaith Dialogue on Earth Care
was held in February at Western Kentucky University with a keynote address
entitled "Serve God, Save the Planet"
from speaker and author Dr. Matthew
Sleeth. The event is part of WKU's Community Religious Literacy Project and

Mitzi Groom, WKU Music department
head, was re-elected by the membership
of the National Association of Schools
of MUSic to serve as a Commissioner
on the Accreditation Commission. The
election was held at the NASM Annual
Meeting in San Diego, California, where
she also presented.

is being hosted by the univerSity, area
churches, and community organizations
to foster conversations and awareness
of spirituality as it relates to the green
movement. It is the first event of its kind
in this area and the goal is to plan for
cooperation among faith communities
on sustainability actions to help care for
the Earth.
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A signing ceremony between Mammoth Cave National Park, WKU, and the
Karst Research Institute of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts
established a cooperative arrangement
to share scienti~c research. Participating in the signing were Mammoth Cave
Superintendent Patrick Reed, Janez
Mulec of the Slovenian Karst Research
Institute, Blaine Ferrell, Dean of Ogden
College of Science and Engineering, and
Chris Groves, Director of WKU's Hoffman
Institute.
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